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News authenticity is the essence of news. It is the baseline of each 
newspaperman and each media organization to keep the principle of news 
authenticity. One of the features of news release is that the facts are not 
always presented as they are in media. However, such distinguishes are 
usually ignored in lawsuits. At present, there is no clear-cut legislation on 
news authenticity domestically. Hereby, media are required to undertake 
the responsibility of witness, and to be able to prove what they present in 
news is exactly the co-called subjectivities. Truth in law and truth in 
media are not identical, and it is even impossible to judge them with same 
rules. In civil lawsuits, if media cannot prove their news reports legally 
true, they lose. Such tragedy harms the freedom of expression and blocks 
the audiences from knowing what they should have known. Moreover, 
the expression of public opinion may be negatively affected, since they 
have to make one hundred percent sure that what they express in media 
are legally true before they speak. It’s international trend to improve the 
development of news report in respecting media rules and adopting the 
principle of “be almost the fact” and “assurance and trueness in media 
and journalists”.  
The paper includes three parts, commencing with an introduction 
followed with the main body and ending with a conclusion.  
The first chapter summarizes key concepts of news authenticity, and 
makes general discussion about the concept of news and the principle of 
news authenticity, especially in legal respect. It declares that news 
authenticity is a relative concept which can not be understood disregard 
to the context, and cannot be taken as subjective fact. Significant cases 
and legislation process on standardizing news authenticity are briefly 
presented, as well as the principle of hostility assuredly which is the 
international standard in estimating news authenticity.  
In the second chapter the author made empirical studies on the 













working at Xiamen Evening News. Statistics and analysis from 15 cases 
are explored to find out how in legal practice news authenticity is defined. 
Problems such as auditing reliability and validity of news information 
from various sources are also discussed in this section.  
The last section of this paper mainly focuses on concluding some 
empirical experiences in avoiding biases the truth, as well as tactics to 
resolve conflicts before, in and after lawsuits. The major contribution of 
the paper lies in its suggestion about how to improve legislation with 
regard to the principle of news authenticity.  
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